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Future New York Opening 


Two on the Aisle-Mark Hellinger, 7/19/51. Arthur Lesser presents Bert Lahr and 
Dolores Gray in & new musical revue with music by Jule Styne, lyrics and sketches by 
Betty Comden and Adolph Greene Flliott Reid and Colette Marchand are featurede The 
entire production directed by Abe Burrowse 


Digests of Current Reviews 


Seventeen-Broadhurst, 6/22/51. Majority of daily critics filed mild pro reviews 
for Berle-Lambert-Foyer production of Sally Benson's adaptation of Booth Tarkington no- 
vele They classed it as enjoyable “summer entertainment." Herald Tribune, Mirror and 
Journel American reviewers dissented, placing blame on weak book and weaker songs and 
lyrics by Walter Kent and Kim Gannon. Kenneth Nelson and Ann Crowley were greeted by 
most as talented newcomers to musical comedy stage. Alonzo Bosan's one number was show 
stopper, 411 critics agreede Majority complimented deft staging by Richard Whorf and 
Hassard Short. Chapman, News, liked the production but felt it would have been better 
if it only had some music in ite Musical comedy productions are so complicated these 
days, the show remains good without ite Atkinson, Times, and Watts, Post, thought 
every department captured the enchantment of the original. Guernsey, Herald Tribune, 
termed it “pale ice cream musical." Though Coleman, Mirror, thought entire show missed 
he did report that first nighters enjoyed themselves. 


Courtin' Time-Royale, 6/7/51e Triumph of Joe BE. Brown, Billie Worth, and Carmen 
Mathews over musical script that shows marks of some rather desperate working over drew 
two pro reviews from Crisler, Christian Science Monitor, and Marshall, Nation. Like 
their colleagues they singled out Gloria Patrice and Peter Conlow for additional plau- 
ditse But unlike most of the other critics they praised George Balanchine's dances. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


Love Revisited, Robert Anderson's new play tried out at Westport, Conne, Country 
Playhouse is a slender, slowly moving comedy, reports Doul, Variety. Production star- 

ring Helen Claire was effective, but directed with heavy heart by John Haggott...Stars 

in Your Eyes, new musical about summer stock debuted at Worcester, Conne, Playhouse 

needs yeoman’s work on the book, comments Lee, Variety, William Stuart Wheeling and 
Russell Ames music is stronger than their plote.e.Frances Pole*s musical version of 

Alice in Wonderland, on view at Bucks County, Pae, Playhouse, didn't live up to its 

initiel charm due to a Cook's tour type of book, reviews Just, Varietye Music by John 

Charles Sacco is scarcely more than declamation of original Carroll lyricse..Eddie Dow- 

ling's production of William Saroyan's new play The Violin Messiah, produced at Chevy 

Chase, Il1l., Summer Theatre, isn't for Broadway comments Zabe, Variety, and Schreiber, 
Billboard. Satire on faith healer bogs down early in script. 


Editoriel Pros and Cons 


Criticisms of famous pleys of past seasons and interviews with New York and out of 
town critics will be featured in summer issues of this weekly newsletter. Strawhat try- 
outs will also be covered. The regular digests of theatre reviews, articles and pro- 
grams from New York newspapers, magazines, radio and TV will be continued throughout the 
summere Subscribers are urged to write or call at any time for any data or clippings. 
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le NY Times 11. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 


2e NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22 Commonweal 

3¢ NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 236 Cue 

4. NY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. Chr. Science Monitor 
5e NY Compass 15 Ward Morehouse 25¢ Sat. Review Lit. 

6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7e NY Journel American 17. Variety 27+ Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18. Billboard 28. Nation 

9e Brooklyn Fagle 19. Theatre Arts 292 New Republic 

10. Newark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50. = Cont 
Nonet 16-23-28. 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50, - Cons 18-19-2829. So-Sot 3. None? 16-21. 
COURTIN® TIME-6/7/51. Cons 4-10-18-23. So-Sos 5-6. Nones 
2 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-12/8/50. - Cons 6-28. So-Sos 14-18-22-23-27. Nones 21-25. 
GRAMERCY GHOST-4/23/51. = Cont 
Nonet 
GUYS AND 50. - Cons 28. 
THE HAPPY TIMB-1/24/50. - Cont 5-6-15-19=26-27-28-30. Nones 21. 
THE KING AND I-3 +m - Cons 28. Nones 19-21. 
KISS ME KATE-12/31/48. - Cont 29. None: 21-28, 
MAKE A WISH-4/18/51. Cont 
Nonet 19-21-25. 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51. - Cons 14-19. Nones 21-25-28. 
OKLAHOMA-5/29/51. Nonet 
THE ROSE TATTO0=2/3/51. - Cons Nones 12-20-22. 
So-So8 5. 
SEASON IN THE SUN-9/28/50. = Cont 9-11-20-24-28. So-So# 10. 
Nonet 7-13-15-16-21. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/8/49. Cont 27. So-Sot 23. Nonet 
STALAG 17-5/8/51. Cont 4=20-23-28-30. So-Sot 3. Nonet 19-21. 
A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51. - Cont 2-7-14-18-20-25-27-28. Nones 15-19-21. 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-12/24/50. Cons 5=21-24-28, None: 4-12-14=15-16. 


Billboard survey finds that only two of 119 records made of songs from this sea- 
son's musicals have been hitse They are Perry Como's “You're Just in Love” from Call Me 
Madem, and his duet with Betty Hutton of “Bushel and a Peck” from Guys and Dolls. Fifty 
four records have been made from tunes in The King and I, thirty from Call Me Madam, 

thirty-five from A Tree Grows in Brooklyne Music publishers say they will be very care- 
ful in future when picking show tunes for recording, sticking close to top names. 


Capital releasing Fleahooley album with original cast, in spite of show's foldingee. 
Victor will record SeventeeneeeLouis Calhern flew to NY for one day visit to record Kine 
Lear album...Doretta Morrow, The King and I, signing with RCA Victor...Williem Saroyan's 
"Come On A My House" was originally used in his The Son, now recorded by Rosemary 

Clooney and Kay Armene..Decca signed Two on the Aisle original cast for show album...Re- 
cords recommended by Freedley, Morning Telegraph include Berlin album by Columbia featur- 
ing Andre Kostelanetz orchestrae.eeSchoen, Variety, okayed Victor's Make A Wish album. 


* Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ° ° 
t 
* Record Notes ° 


THEATRE & TV...Broadway theatre has suffered little from TV's advent, finds Gould, 
Times, in survey of the new medium’s effect on American life. Sidelights of his 
discussions with Broadway producers brought several interesting opinions. Orches- 
tra seat patrons are most selective and critical where TV is concerned, Gilbert 
Miller concludes from eerly returns of a poll he is conductinge While Kermit 
Bloomgerden thinks window sale of tickets may be hurt on inclement nights. Summer 
theatre producer Lewis Harman doubts if “shadow on @ screen” will hurt his busi- 
nesse Playwrights Company manager Victor Samrock thinks added ¢ompetition for 
services of actors and technicians will up theatre production costs. 


COLUMN TIPS...eShuberts suing WOR Dorothy and Dick for slander, reports Winchell...City 
Center receiving protests for playing Internationale at ballet performance attend- 
ed by UN Russian officials, states Walker. 


REVIVALS DEFINED. eeThouch 1/3 of plays produced this season were classed as revivals, 
Kerr, Commonweal, believes. the term is used unfairlye The lion's share were pro- 
duced by non-profit ANTA end City Center, and didn't compete with professional 
producers. It's unfair to lump @ production of King Lear in same class as Spring- 
time for Henry. Finally, it is extremely difficult to locate those promising un- 
produced plays we keep hearing aboute The quality of such new plays as do get 
produced clearlv nroves this. 


STALAG & ART.eeCritics forgot to point out that Staleg 17 is vivid, funny and extremely 
authentic, reminds Burr, Playbill. Even the authors will agree thet they haven't 
written a world-staggering playe In many ways it resembles Tobacco Roade Both 
are filled with earthy humor that appeals to cash customerse Both also are re- 
lished by female contingent which is far less prone to be upset by such things 


than are its male escorts. 


TICKET AGENTS PANNED...Many ticket brokers are not interested in the financial plight 
of the average Broadway producer, commented WINS Martin Starr. They have proved 
to be shrewd Shylocks by their niggardly way of operating. They are without much 
principle, being out to fleece the ticket buying publice While they contribute 
nothing to the theatre, they are out to get all they cane Some lawyers see no 
reason why the Shuberts might not favor certain brokers to protect their own 
interests. 


RENEWED WAReeeMoss Hart's continuing battle against drama critics renewed in Sunday 
Times article on London theatree Though he doesn’t blame New York critics out- 
right for high costs of production, he did cite a minor danger. The critics, who 
are eccurate and shrewd judges of a good play, know very little about acting and 
almost nothing about direction. Their ignorance has inflated sundry egos and 
thereby increased production costse..Watts, Post, doubts if Hart is really a good 
judge of acting himself, since he stated that David Tomlinson gave a better per- 
formance than Robert Morley in London's The Little Hut. 


USEFUL QUOTF..eSexy picture of Season in the Sun’s Joan Diener was objected to by 
theatre management when placed outside Booth Theatre, claims Watt, News. Press 
agent solved problem by pasting strip of paper with columnist 's quote across the 
photoe 


Shows thet closed include Darkness at NooneeeBell, Book and Candle will not reopen 
in fall..sAtkinson, Times, featured in paper’s promotion adseeseHarold Clurman, New Re- 
public, left Paris for Rome..eShakespeare in comic books becoming best sellers in field. 


* Green Room Department ' 
* Theatre News Round Up ° 
| 
| 


RICHARD MANEYeeeSeventeen press agent is positive the theatre will never die, he 4 
assured WNBT Ben Grauer.e It will only perish if the public allows the duel scene in J 
Hamlet to be halted for a commercial. Judging from the season's receipts, the public : 
refuses to support challenging, serious pleyse Only bright musicals and pure, escapist 
fluff succeeds. 


LEO BRODEseeThe Broadway sign painter who decorates marquee boards and theatre 
fronts of the playhouses hopes for flops, discovered Sylvester, News. The manager pays 
$400 to have the names and credits lettered. The more flops, the more jobs for Brode. 
The Broadhurst, which housed seven flops this season, provided him with a neat income. 


RUSSELL NYPE..eCall Me Madam featured actor doubts if his head will be turned by 
his sudden success, he explained to ABC Mary Margaret McBride. Life is the result of 
forces and destinies about youe So if you achieve anything, it really isn't through 
your own efforts; but through efforts of all the people about youe He also believes 
thet you should give everything to each day, never looking backward or forwarde The 
young singer recalled that he started singing at the age of five. The first hymn that 
he sang in church he repeated for the broadcaster. As for the future he hes no worries 
at all. A business man has promised him double his present salary at any time he wants 
to quit show business. 


MILTON ROSENSTOCK...Make A Wish orchestra conductor works steadier than most actors 
Pollock, Compass, revealse Since he started conducting in On the Town he has been with 
Broadwey shows all but two months of the period. Every year he gets just one week off. 
last year's vacation was devoted to performing with his Gotham Small Orchestra at Town 
Helle His theatre work and intimate knowledge of whet kind of music audiences like is 
used in preparing his concert programs. 


Equity’s action berring Sarah Churchill end any other alien performer from appear- 
ing in American summer stock brought flurry of statements and counter=-statements that 
made herd life of a theatre reporter easy, sighed Sylvester, Newse Norwich, Conne, 
summer theatre producer Herbert Kneeter opened letter writing campaign charging Equity 
with discriminatione Answering his charges for Equity, Angus Duncan, assistant execu- 
tive secretary, pointed out that the union has no “unfair” list of managers, only @ de- 
linquent list. Secondly, the Derwents are full-fledged members of Equity, and can ap- 
pear in any play of their choosing. Miss Churchill issued statement claiming that she 
mede no request to appear on the strawhat circuite While Richard Maney, drum beater 
for Gramercy Ghost, explained to Kneeter how Broadway productions may close at any time 
without being e direct insult to the summer theatre manager. 


Reports on other skirmishes: Association of Theatre Press Agents and Managers de- 
nied they were leveling unfair demands against George Brandt and his subway circuite 
The cost of the contract would only be $40 per theatre weeklye.eeJurisdictional dispute 
between Equity and AGVA led to resignation of Paul Dulzell es president of Associated 
Actors and Artists of Americae.eTicket Code talks continuing, after Sylvia Siegler, Show 
of Month, stated concessions she wishes from producerse Watt, News, thinks her demands 
are unfaire Sometimes it seems to him that pure selfishness will eventually strangle 
the theatre. 


American Theatre Wing Professional Training School registration for summer term 
hit new high of 1139+.e-eStockholm features century of theatre history told in photos. 


' Interview Hi-Lights ' 

* Summer Feuds 4 

Legit Stuff | 


